In the matter of Mrs. Catherine Cumming. The following cases and statutes were relied on:?4
before it would be at liberty to grant or refuse the application. And without showing any evidence, but not have the lands to farm. Also, by these statutes, he is not bound to any certain time for taking of his traverse, but only for taking of the lands to farm, for he may tend his traverse when he will, so he desire not the farm of the lands; but if he will have them to farm, he must tend his traverse within the month, as appeareth." So that in this book, which is always considered as one of great authority, it clearly appears that it is a misapplication of that statute to bring it to bear upon the statute which governs this case. Now, if this point had to be decided for the first time upon the meaning of the statute of Edward VI., I can hardly conceive that stronger words could have been used to give the party the right to traverse; it is to be " at his or their pleasure." It is, indeed, to be governed by the usual laws as regards traverses, as far as they may be applicable; but that does not take away the right given by these express words. The authorities of an early period do not much assist us. I will come down at once, therefore, to the time of Lord Hardwicke. In the cases referred to, though he did put it in some sense as a matter of right, yet it cannot be denied that he went into the cases and examined the circumstances to satisfy himself that it was a proper case for a traverse. How, then, did it come that the Chancellor was applied to ? For, if it were an absolute right, the party might at once lodge his traverse The mother had been appointed her guardian in the suit, and she, by her mother and by her brother, now petitioned the Court that the 762/. 10s. consols might be sold out, and the produce be applied in the purchase of a life annuity, under one of the National Debt Acts (48 George III., c. 142) in the joint names of the mother and brother, to be applied by them to the maintenance of the petitioner. The mother was a lady of seventynine years of age, and stated in her affidavit that she had no means of providing for her daughter.
Mr. Stevens, in support of the petition. No opposition is offered to this arrangement, which must be for the benefit of the lady. It has been mentioned to one of the Vice-Chancellors who, having entertained some doubt upon a question of jurisdiction, has directed the petition to be set down here. Lord Justice Knight Bruce : As the petition is in a cause, the ViceChancellors have as much jurisdiction as we have; but it having been set down before us, we will, in order to save expense, hear it. We require, in the outset, to know whether anything so strong has been done as to deal with capital ? The circumstances stated in the petition make the compliance with its prayer reasonable; and the only question is, whether the Court ought to deal with the principal money. 
